
2011 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
TEACHER’S GUIDE

This Teacher’s Guide was developed by Birmingham Children’s Theatre to help you enjoy your 
upcoming trip to the performance of the play Beauty and the Beast, a free field trip on February 
17th for your students sponsored by Delta Children’s Museum. 

The Greenville Arts Council has added supplemental resources to the teacher’s guide provided by 
the Birmingham Children’s Theatre to assist with introducing vocabulary, to identify the Mississippi 
Frameworks that the lessons cover, and to share student behavior expectations during the 
performance. 

Introduction to Birmingham Children’s Theatre

Themes and Vocabulary (Grades 1-6)

Classroom ACTivities 1: Life Lessons explored in Storytelling (Grades 2-4)

Classroom ACTivities 2: Elements of Literature (Grades 5-8)

Classroom ACTivities 3: Shape Poem (Grades 3-6)

Classroom ACTivities 4: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-4)

Classroom ACTivities 5: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-8)

Classroom ACTivities 6: Writing and Discussion (Grades 4-8)

Classroom ACTivities 7: Writing and Discussion (Grades 4-8)

Classroom ACTivities 8: Writing and Discussion (Grades 4-8)

Classroom ACTivities 9: Writing Comprehension (Grades 2-8)

Supplemental GAP Resources

Still need more information?
Contact Kathryn Lewis, Director or Education at klewis@greenville-arts-council.com or 
Megan Hines, Education Coordinator at mhines@greenville-arts-council.com
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SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES

Still need more information?
Contact Kathryn Lewis, Director or Education at klewis@greenville-arts-council.com or 

Megan Hines, Education Coordinator at mhines@greenville-arts-council.com
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FIRST GRADE
Language Arts Competencies and Objectives Covered in the Guide

Please note that the lessons for First Grade teachers utilize the lessons geared towards Second 
Grade students with a connection to the Mississippi Frameworks. Further modifications can be to 
the lessons for your students, if you would like additional resources or modified lessons, please 
contact the Greenville Arts Council Education Staff. 

Themes and Vocabulary (Grades 1-6)
1. The student will use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate.
h. The student will use context to determine the meanings of unfamiliar or multiple meaning words. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 1: Life Lessons explored in Storytelling (Grades 2-4)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
b. The student will understand, infer, and make simple predictions. (DOK 2)
1) Answer and generate who, what, when, where, why, and how questions.
2) Answer and generate questions about characters, settings, and events.
3) Make simple inferences based on information from narrative and/or informational text.
4) Identify the main idea of a simple story or topic of an informational text.

c. The student will recognize or generate an appropriate summary or paraphrase of the events or ideas in text, citing 
text-based evidence. (DOK 2)
1) Retell a story including characters, setting, and important events. 
2) Retell the correct sequence of events in narrative and/or informational text.

Classroom ACTivities 4: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-4)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
c. The student will compose a narrative with a beginning, middle, and end. (DOK 3)
1) Compose retellings/stories with a beginning, middle, and end. 

Classroom ACTivities 5: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-8)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
b. The student will compose a description of a person, place, or thing. (DOK 3)
1) Compose drawings/visual images and orally describe. 
2) Compose oral and written descriptions of a familiar person, place, or thing.

Classroom ACTivities 9: Writing Comprehension (Grades 2-8)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
d. The student will compose a short informational text based on a familiar topic, including but not limited to: (DOK 3)
2) Letters, thank you notes, invitations 
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SECOND GRADE
Language Arts Competencies and Objectives Covered in the Guide

Themes and Vocabulary (Grades 1-6)
1. The student will use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate.
g. The student will use context to determine the meanings of unfamiliar or multiple meaning words. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 1: Life Lessons explored in Storytelling (Grades 2-4)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
b. The student will analyze texts in order to identify, understand, infer, or synthesize information. (DOK 2)
1) Answer literal and simple inferential who, what, when, where, why, how, and what if questions.
2) Answer literal and simple inferential questions about main characters, settings, and events.
3) Answer literal and simple inferential questions about characters' actions, motives, traits, and emotions.
4) Identify the main idea and some details in narrative text or the topic and some details in informational text.
7) Draw conclusions based on information from narrative and/or informational text. 
8) Identify and discuss the theme of a text.

Classroom ACTivities 4: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-4)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
c. The student will compose narrative text with a beginning, middle, and end. (DOK 3) 

d. The student will analyze, interpret, compare, or respond to increasingly complex literary text, literary nonfiction, 
and informational text, citing text- based evidence. (DOK 3)
3) Compose visual images. 

Classroom ACTivities 5: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-8)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
b. The student will analyze texts in order to identify, understand, infer, or synthesize information. (DOK 2)
2) Answer literal and simple inferential questions about main characters, settings, and events.

d. The student will analyze, interpret, compare, or respond to increasingly complex literary text, literary nonfiction, 
and informational text, citing text- based evidence. (DOK 3)
2) Make connections between self and characters and events in text. 

Classroom ACTivities 9: Writing Comprehension (Grades 2-8)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
d. The student will compose informational text with a main idea and supporting details. (DOK 3)
2. Letters, thank you notes, invitations 
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THIRD GRADE
Language Arts Competencies and Objectives Covered in the Guide

Themes and Vocabulary (Grades 1-6)
1. The student will use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate.
f. The student will use context to determine the meanings of unfamiliar or multiple meaning words. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 1: Life Lessons explored in Storytelling (Grades 2-4)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
b. The student will analyze texts in order to identify, understand, infer, or synthesize information. (DOK 2)
2) Answer literal and inferential questions about main characters, setting, plot, and theme.
3) Answer literal and inferential questions about characters' actions, motives, traits, and emotions.
4) Identify the stated main idea of a narrative text or the topic of an informational text.
5) Arrange in sequential order a listing of events found in narrative and/or informational text.
11) Identify important themes from texts and examine from more than one point of view. 

c. The student will recognize or generate an appropriate summary or paraphrase of the events or ideas in text, citing 
text-based evidence. (DOK 2)
1) Retell a story orally and in writing including characters, setting, problem, important events, and resolution.

Classroom ACTivities 3: Shape Poem (Grades 3-6)
1. The student will use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate. 
d. The student will develop and apply knowledge of words and word meanings to communicate. (DOK 2)
1) Generate words into categories. 

Classroom ACTivities 4: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-4)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
b. The student will compose descriptive text using specific details and vivid language. (DOK 3)

c. The student will compose narrative text with a clear beginning, middle, and end. (DOK 3)

Classroom ACTivities 5: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-8)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
b. The student will analyze texts in order to identify, understand, infer, or synthesize information. (DOK 3)
2) Answer literal and inferential questions about main characters, setting, plot, and theme.
3) Answer literal and inferential questions about characters' actions, motives, traits, and emotions.
4) Identify the stated main idea of a narrative text or the topic of an informational text.
5) Arrange in sequential order a listing of events found in narrative and/or informational text.

d. The student will analyze, interpret, compare, or respond to increasingly complex literary text, literary nonfiction, 
and informational text, citing text- based evidence. (DOK 3)
2) Make connections between self and characters, events, and information in text or among texts.

3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
b. The student will compose descriptive text using specific details and vivid language. (DOK 3)

Classroom ACTivities 9: Writing Comprehension (Grades 2-8)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
d. The student will compose informational text with a main idea and supporting details. (DOK 3)
2. Letters, thank you notes, invitations 
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FOURTH GRADE
Language Arts Competencies and Objectives Covered in the Guide

Themes and Vocabulary (Grades 1-6)
1. The student will use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate.
c. The student will develop and apply expansive knowledge of words and word meanings to communicate. (DOK 1)

d. The student will identify and produce grade level appropriate synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms. (DOK 2)

f. The student will apply knowledge of simple figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole) to determine 
the meaning of words and to communicate. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 1: Life Lessons explored in Storytelling (Grades 2-4)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
d. The student will interpret increasingly complex literary text, literary nonfiction, and informational text to compare and contrast 
information, citing text-based evidence. (DOK 3)
1) Story elements (e.g., setting, characters, character traits, events, resolution, point of view)

e. The student will identify facts, opinions, or tools of persuasion in text. (DOK 2)
1) Distinguish between fact and opinion. 

Classroom ACTivities 3: Shape Poem (Grades 3-6)
1. The student will use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate. 
c. The student will develop and apply expansive knowledge of words and word meanings to communicate. (DOK 1)

d. The student will identify and produce grade level appropriate synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 4: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-4)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
b. The student will compose descriptive texts using specific details and vivid language. (DOK 3)

c. The student will compose narrative text relating an event with a clear beginning, middle, and end. (DOK 3)
1) Stories and retellings

Classroom ACTivities 5: Writing Prompts (Grades 2-8)
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
a. The student will apply knowledge of text features, parts of a book, text structures, and genres to understand, interpret, or 
analyze text. (DOK 2)
3) Text structures - sequential order, description, simple cause and effect, simple procedure, compare/contrast, etc.

c. The student will recognize or generate a summary or paraphrase of the events or ideas in text, citing text-based evidence. (DOK 
2)

d. The student will interpret increasingly complex literary text, literary nonfiction, and informational text to compare and contrast 
information, citing text-based evidence. (DOK 3)
1) Story elements (e.g., setting, characters, character traits, events, resolution, point of view)

3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
b. The student will compose descriptive texts using specific details and vivid language. (DOK 3)
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FOURTH GRADE
Language Arts Competencies and Objectives Covered in the Guide 

continued

Classroom ACTivities 6: Writing and Discussion (Grades 4-8)
4. The student will apply Standard English to communicate.
a. The student will apply Standard English grammar to compose or edit. (DOK 1)

b. The student will apply Standard English mechanics to compose or edit. (DOK 1)

c. The student will apply knowledge of sentence structure in composing or editing. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 7: Writing and Discussion (Grades 4-8)
4. The student will apply Standard English to communicate.
a. The student will apply Standard English grammar to compose or edit. (DOK 1)

b. The student will apply Standard English mechanics to compose or edit. (DOK 1)

c. The student will apply knowledge of sentence structure in composing or editing. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 8: Writing and Discussion (Grades 4-8)
4. The student will apply Standard English to communicate.
a. The student will apply Standard English grammar to compose or edit. (DOK 1)

b. The student will apply Standard English mechanics to compose or edit. (DOK 1)

c. The student will apply knowledge of sentence structure in composing or editing. (DOK 2)

Classroom ACTivities 9: Writing Comprehension (Grades 2-8)
3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
e. The student will compose simple persuasive text clearly expressing a main idea with supporting details for a specific purpose and 
audience. (DOK 3)
1) Letters 



Theatre Etiquette Guidelines
Please share the following with your students before their trip to the theatre.

Reproduced with permission of EbzB Production

Unlike television and movies, theatre is an art that thrives on the participation of the audience. 
Audience reactions and responses can be heard by the performers and have a direct effect on the 
quality of the entire performance. The following are guidelines to help new theatergoers 
understand the importance and responsibilities of being a good audience member. Appropriate 
audience behavior ensures a good experience for everyone.

Be orderly and prompt. Safety is the primary concern. Please respect other audience members and 
the theatre building by entering and exiting in an orderly fashion. Please, no running, pushing or 
horseplay. It is best to arrive fifteen minutes early, as latecomers can disrupt the performers and 
the audience. Please visit rest rooms before or after the performance.

Read. A playbill is often provided to inform you about the play, production and actors that you are 
about to see. Reading it before the lights dim will provide you with a deeper understanding of 
what you see and hear on stage.

Listen and observe. There is so much to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects, and voice inflection) 
and so much to see (costumes, props, set design, lighting effects, and architecture of the theatre). 
Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if you miss something. When the lights dim before the show 
begins, it is the audience’s cue to stop talking and begin listening.

Unplug. Please turn off or silence all electronics and anything that beeps: cell phones, cameras, 
watches, pagers, etc. If you are with a person who has a hearing aid that emits a high pitch please 
politely alert him/her to silence it. Inappropriate noises are forbidden as they distract both the 
actors and the audience. Even whispering to your neighbor is considered an inappropriate 
distraction.

Please, don’t feed the audience. Food and gum are not allowed inside the theatre. Katherine 
Hepburn, a great stage and screen actress, once stopped a Broadway performance when she 
heard an audience member crinkling a candy wrapper! Eating and drinking, while permitted in 
movie theatres, is extremely distracting to live performers.

Laugh out loud. Positive audience sounds are encouraged. You may freely and honestly respond to 
the performance by laughing, applauding, crying, and expressing any other forms of appreciation 
and emotion. And, by all means, please do participate if asked by the actors to contribute a verbal 
response.

Think. Think about your theatre experience during and after the performance. How does the 
material apply to your life? Are there lessons to be learned? Would you make the same decisions 
as the characters in the circumstances given? Did the performance inspire you? Are you happy, 
angry, bored, or encouraged by what you saw? Think it through and talk about it with others after 
the show.
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